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CONFESSION OF FAITH - COVENANT - CONSTITUTION
OF  FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
LOCATED IN TOMS RIVER, NEW JERSEY

ARTICLE I
NAME

This body shall be known as FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH.

ARTICLE II
ASSOCIATIONS

A New Testament Church is autonomous and subject only to Christ, its Head; therefore, it cannot join anything outside itself, but only affiliate therewith on the grounds of fellowship. This church desires to express fellowship with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ and seek to obey His Word, as outlined in the doctrinal section of this constitution.

ARTICLE III
PURPOSE OF EXISTENCE

Its purpose shall be to promote the worship of God by the preaching of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ at home, and abroad, witnessing to the lost of the community and winning them to Christ, and the spreading of the Gospel, and that our people may be sensitive to the call of God for Christian service. Its purpose shall also be for the promotion of fellowship of believers and the observance of the Ordinances.

ARTICLE IV
CONFESSION OF FAITH

New Hampshire Confession of Faith Preface by FBC Pastor Zac and Deacons:

The New Hampshire confession of faith has stood the test of time and shows to be a very important document for the Baptist Churches in the United States of America. As a local independent Baptist Church, we want to bind ourselves to a historic truth that has stood the test of time and has shown to be faithful throughout many generations. The New Hampshire confession is unique in that it has both simplicity and depth of theological truth. There are parts of the New Hampshire confession of faith that are generic and will be defined according to our church statement of faith. We have decided as a leadership team not to remove any of the old language of the confession or the vocabulary in any way, as we wanted to stay true to the original document. We have as a leadership team dedicated much time to reading the confession, and proper cross referencing it with the scriptures provided to ensure that this confession is indeed biblical and true. The church leadership has provided oversight to ensure the confession is true, and true to Faith Baptist’s founding beliefs. The New Hampshire confession of faith was written by the same person (Rev John Newton Brown) who wrote the Faith Baptist Church covenant that we have been using for many years. The integrity of this document will help our local church stay true to our Baptist roots and will ensure that future generations stay rooted in the Word of God without wavering into error.
It is also important to know that a confession of faith or creed does not take the place of God‘s holy, perfect, and inerrant word. We recognize that these confessions were written by godly men, but they are not inspired as the Holy word of God and therefore we hold to sola scriptura that reminds us that scripture alone should lead and guide us into all truth. With that being said these ancient confessions have held the true body of Christ to doctrinal standards that keep us rooted and grounded in the truth. We therefore look to this New Hampshire confession of faith for this purpose. We recognize that many churches in America today are divided on doctrine and different positions that are non-essential. Therefore, by having an ancient confession of faith, it helps us to stay rooted in a truth that has shown itself to be accurate, and widely accepted by many Baptists in our country.
Even though we did not want to alter, edit, or change the New Hampshire confession of faith in any way shape or form, we did want to provide some clarity to areas where we felt it was necessary because of the old English used throughout. Therefore, we have added an asterisk next to any words, phrases, or sentences that need extra clarity, and the explanation of that clarity will be found below that article found in the New Hampshire confession of faith.

A historical introduction to the confession:
In 1853 John Newton Brown, then the editorial secretary of the American Baptist Publication Society, published ‘the Baptist Church Manual’. Within this manual he included what is widely recognized as ‘The New Hampshire Confession’.
In the later part of the 18th Century Baptist churches were beginning to split over doctrine. Some churches adopted the London Confession of Faith, with others adopting the Philadelphia confession, and others simply made their own confessions/statements of faith. 
A committee of educated pastors was assembled through the New Hampshire Baptist convention; Baron Stow, John Newton Brown, and Jonathan Going. These three men drafted the first version of the New Hampshire confession of Faith and in 1832 with minor edits and changes in 1833. In 1855 the two articles on ‘repentance and faith’ and ‘sanctification’ were added as a final edit before being published in ‘The baptist church manual’. The confession, which was put together in New Hampshire to provide unity for Baptists of the state, was soon widely circulated around Baptist churches in America. Today many Baptist churches have been influenced by or currently hold to the New Hampshire Confession of Faith.

Wallace, O. C. S. (1913) What Baptists Believe. Forgotten Books. Pp 6-9.








The New Hampshire Confession of Faith 1853

I. Of the Scriptures
We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect
treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and
truth without any mixture of error for its matter, that it reveals the principles by which
God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true
center of Christian union , and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds,
and opinions should be tried.

II Tim. 3:16-17; II Tim. 3:15; Proverbs 30:5-6; Romans 2:12; Phil. 3:16; I John 4:1

II. Of the True God
We believe that there is one, and only one living and true God, an infinite intelligent
Spirit, whose name is JEHOVAH, the Maker and supreme Ruler of heaven and earth;
inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible honor, confidence and love;
that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost; equal in every divine perfection and executing distinct but harmonious offices in
the great work of redemption.

John 4:24; Ps. 83:18; Heb.3:4; Rom. 1:20; Jer.10:10; Ex.15:11; Ps.147:5; Isa.6:3; IPet.1:15-16; Rev.4:6-8; 
Mark12:30; Rev.4:11; Matt.10:37; Jer.2:12-13; Matt.28:19; John15:26; I Cor.12:4-6; I John 5:7; John 10:30; 
John 5:17; John 14:23; John 17:5&10; Acts5:3-4; I Cor.2:10-11; Phil. 2:5-6; Eph. 2:18; II Cor.13:14; Rev. 1:4-5.

III. Of the Fall of Man
We believe that man was created in holiness, under the law of his Maker, but by
voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state; in consequence of which all
mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but choice; being by nature utterly void of
that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil; and therefore under
just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.

Gen.1:27; Gen.1:31; Ecc.7:29; Acts 17:26-29; Gen.2:16-17; Gen.3:6-24; Rom. 5:12; Rom.5:15-19; Ps.51:5; Rom.8:7; Isa.53:6; Gen.6:12; Rom.3:9-18; Eph.2:1-3;Rom.1:18,32; Rom.2:1-16; Gal.3:10; Matt. 20:15; Ezek. 18:19-20; Rom.1:20; Rom.3:19;Gal. 3:22.

IV. Of the Way of Salvation
We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace; through the Mediatorial
offices of the Son of God; who by the appointment of the Father freely took upon him our
nature, yet without sin; honored the divine law by his personal obedience, and by his
death made a full atonement for our sins; that having risen from the dead, he is now
enthroned in heaven; and uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with
divine perfections, he is every way qualified to be a suitable, a compassionate, and an all-
sufficient Saviour.

Eph.2:3, Matt. 18:11, I John 4:10, I Cor.3:5-7, Acts 15:11, John 3:16, John1:1-14, Heb. 4:14, Heb. 12-24, Phil. 2:9&14, II Cor. 5:21, Isa. 42:21, Phil. 2:8, Gal. 4:4-5, Rom. 3:21,Isa. 53:4-5, Matt. 20:28, Rom.4:25, Rom. 3:21-26, I John 2:3, 
I Cor. 15:1-3, Heb.9:13-15,Heb.1:8, Heb. 1:3, Col. 3:1-4, Heb. 7:25, Col. 2:18, Heb. 7:26, Ps. 89:19, Ps.34

V. Of Justification
We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ secures to such as believe in him
is justification; that justification includes the pardon of sin, and the promise of eternal life
on principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of
righteousness which we have done, but solely through faith in the Redeemer's blood; by
virtue of which faith his perfect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God; that it
brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, and secures every other
blessing needful for time and eternity.

John 1:16, Eph.3:8, Acts 13:39, Isa. 53:11-12, Rom5:1-2, Rom. 5:9, Zech. 13;1, Matt.9:6, Acts 10:43, Rom. 5:17, 
Titus 3:5-7, I Peter 3:7, I John 2:25, Rom. 5:21, Rom. 4:4-5, Rom. 6:23, Phil. 3:7-9, Rom. 5:19, Rom. 3:24-26, Rom.4:23-25, I John 2:12, Rom. 5:3, Rom. 5:11, I Cor. 1:30-31, Matt. 6:33, I Tim. 4:8

VI. Of the Freeness of Salvation
We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gospel; that it is the
immediate duty of all to accept them by a cordial penitent, and obedient faith; and that
nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, but his own inherent
depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel; which rejection involves him in an
aggravated condemnation.

Isa. 55:1, Rev. 22:17, Rom. 16:25-26, Mark 1:15, Rom. 1:15-17, John 5:40, Matt.23:37, Rom.9:32, Pro. 1:24, 
Acts 13:46, John 3:19, Matt. 11:20, Luke 10:27, II Thess. 1:8

VII. Of Grace in Regeneration
We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated, or born again; that
regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; that it is effected in a
manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, in connection with
divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the gospel; and that its proper
evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and faith and newness of life
John 3:3, John 3:6-7, I Cor.3:14, Rev.14:3, Rev. 21:27, II Cor. 5;17, Ezek. 36:26, Deu.30-6, Rom. 2:28-29, 
Rom.5:5, I John 4:7, John 3:8, John 1:13, James 1:16-18, I Cor.1:30, Phil. 2:13, I Peter 1:22-25, I John 5:1,
 Eph. 4:20-24, Col. 3:9-11, Eph. 5:9, Rom.8:90, Gal. 5:16-23, Eph. 3:14-21, Matt. 3:8-10, Matt.7:20, I John 5:4, 18

VIII. Of Repentance and Faith
We believe that repentance and faith are sacred duties and also inseparable graces,
wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced
of our guilt, danger and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to
God with unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication for mercy; at the same time 
heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our Prophet, Priest and King, and relying on
him alone as the only and all-sufficient Saviour

Mark 1:15, Acts 11:18, Eph. 2:8, I John 5:1, John 16:8, Acts 2:37-38, Acts 16:30-31;Luke 18:13, Luke 15:18-21, 
James 4:7-10, II Cor. 7:11, Tim. 10:12-13, Ps.51, Rom.10:9-11, Acts 3:22-23, Heb. 4:14, Ps.2:6, Heb. 1:8, Heb. 7:25,
II Tim. 1:12

IX. Of God’s Purpose of Grace
We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God, according to which he graciously regenerates, 
sanctifies, and saves sinners; that being perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends 
all the means in connection with the end; that it is a most glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, 
being infinitely free, wise, holy and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting, and promotes humility, love, prayer, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of his free mercy; that it encourages the use of means
in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained by its effects in all who truly believe the gospel, that it is the foundation of Christian assurance; and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves demands and deserves the utmost diligence.

II Tim. 1:8-9; Eph. 1:3-14; I Peter 1:1-2; Rom. 11:5-6; John 15;16; I John 4:19; II Thess.2:13-14; Acts 13:48; John 10:16; Matt. 20:16; Acts 15:14; Ex. 33:18-19; Matt. 20:15; Eph. 1:11; Rom. 9:23-24; Jer. 31:3; Rom.11:28-29; James 1:17-18;
II Tim.1:9; Rom.11:32-36; I Cor. 1:26-31; Rom.3:27; Rom. 4:16; Col.3:12; I Cor. 3:5-7; I Cor. 15:10; I Peter 5:10; 
Acts 1:24; I Thess. 2:13; I Peter 2:9; Luke 18:7; John 15:16; I Thess. 2:12; IITim. 2:10; I Cor. 9:22; Rom. 8:28-30; 
John 6:37-40; I Thess 1:4-10; Isa. 42:16; Rom.11:29; II Peter 1:10-11; Phil. 3:12; Heb. 6:11

X. Of Sanctification
We believe that sanctification is the process by which according to the will of God, we
are made partakers of his holiness; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in
regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by the presence and power
of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use of the appointed means- especially the Word of God, self-examination, self-denial, watchfulness, and prayer.      

I Thess. 4:3; I Thess. 5:23; II Cor. 7:1; II Cor. 13:10; Phil. 3:12-16; I John 2:29; Rom. 8:5; Eph. 1:4; Pro. 4:18; II Cor. 3:18; Heb. 6:1; II Peter 1:5-8; John 3:6; Phil. 1:9-11; Eph. 1:13-14; Phil. 2:12-13; Eph. 4:11-12; I Peter 2:2; II Peter 3:18; II Cor. 13:5; Luke 11:35; Luke 9:23; Matt. 26:41; Eph.6:18; Eph.4:30


XI. Of Perseverance of the Saints
We believe that such only are real believers as endure unto the end: that their persevering
attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial
professors; that a special providence watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation.

John 8:31; I John 2:27-28; I John 3:9; I John 5:18; I John 2:19; John 13:18; Matt. 13:20-21; John 6:66-69; Job 17:9; Rom. 8:28; Matt. 6:30-33; Jer. 32:40; Ps.121:3; Ps. 91:11-12;Phil. 1:6; Phil. 2:13; Jude 24:25; Heb.1:14; II Kings 6:16; Heb. 13:5; I John 4:4


XII. Of the Harmony of the Law and the Gospel
We believe that the law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule of his moral
government; that it is holy, just and good; and that the inability which the scriptures
ascribe to fallen men to fulfill its precepts arises entirely from their love of sin; to deliver
them from which, and to restore them through a Mediator to unfeigned obedience to the
holy law, is one great end of the gospel, and of the means of grace connected with the
establishment of the visible church.

Rom. 3:31; Matt. 5:17; Luke 16:17; Rom. 3:20; Rom. 4:15; Rom. 7:12; Rom.7:7,14-22; Gal.3:21; Ps. 119; Rom.8:7-8; Josh. 24:19; Jer. 13:23; John 6:44; John 5:44; Rom. 8:2-4; Rom. 10:4; I Tim. 1:5; Heb. 8:10; Jude 20&21


XIII. Of a Gospel Church
We believe that a visible church of Christ is a congregation of baptized believers,
associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the ordinances
of Christ; governed by his laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in
them by his word; that its only scriptural officers are bishops or pastors and deacons
whose qualifications, claims and duties are defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus.
I Cor. 1:1-3; Matt. 18:17; Acts 5:11; Acts 8:1; Acts 11:21-23; I Cor. 4:17; I Cor. 14:23; III John 9; I Tim. 3:5;                      Acts 2:41-42; II Cor. 8:5; Acts 2:47; I Cor. 5:12-13; I Cor. 11:2; II Thess. 3:6; Rom. 16:17-20; I Cor.11:23-24; 
Matt. 18:15-20; I Cor. 5:6; II Cor. 2:17; ICor. 4:17; Matt. 28:20; John 14:15; John 15:12; I John 14:21;
 I Thess. 4:2; II John 6; Gal.6:2; Eph. 4:7; I Cor. 14:12; Phil. 1:1; Acts 14:23; Acts 15:22; I Tim. 3; Titus 1





XIV. Of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
We believe that the Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a believer, into the
name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost; to show forth in a solemn and beautiful
emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried and risen Saviour, with its effect, in our death
to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is prerequisite to the privileges of a church
relation, and to the Lord's Supper; in which the members of the church by the sacred use
of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; preceded
always by solemn self-examination.

Acts 8:36-39; Matt. 3:5-6; John 3:22-23; John 4:12; Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:16; Acts2:38; Acts 8:12; Acts 16:32-34; Acts 18:8; Acts 10:47-48; Gal.3:26-28; Rom.6:4; Col.2:12; I Peter 3:20-21; Acts 22:16; Acts 2:41-42; I Cor. 11:26;
Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; I Cor.11:28; I Cor. 5:1-8; I Cor. 10:3-32; I Cor. 11:17-32; John 6:26


XV. Of the Christian Sabbath
We believe that the first day of the week is the Lord's Day or Christian Sabbath; and it is
to be kept sacred to religious purposes, by abstaining from all secular labor and sinful
recreations, by the devout observance of all the means of grace, both private and public;
and by preparation for the rest that remaineth for the people of God. 

Acts 20:7; Gen. 2:3; Col. 2:16-17; Mark 2:27; John 20:19; I Cor. 16:1-2; Ex. 20:8; Rev.1:10; Ps. 118:15, 24; Isa. 58:13-14; Isa. 56:2-8; Heb. 10:24-25; Acts 11:26; Acts 13:44; Lev. 19:30; Luke 4:16; Acts 17:2-3; Ps. 26:8; Ps. 87:3; Heb. 4:3-11

XVI. Of the Civil Government
We believe that civil government is of divine appointment, for the interests and good
order of human society,; and that magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously
honored, and obeyed; except only in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the Prince of the kings of the earth.

Rom. 13:1-7; Deu. 16:18; II Sam. 23:3; Ex. 18:23; Jer. 30:21; Matt. 22:21; Titus 3:1; I Peter 2:13; I Tim. 2:1-4; Acts 5:29; Matt.28; Dan. 3:15-18; Dan. 6:7-10; Acts 4:18-20;Matt. 23:10; Rom. 14:4; Rev. 19:16; Ps.72:11; Ps.2; Rom. 14:9-13

XVII. Of the Righteous and the Wicked
We believe that there is a radical and essential difference between the righteous and the
wicked; that such only as through faith are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are truly righteous in his esteem; while all such as
continue in impenitence and unbelief are in his sight wicked, and under the curse; and
this distinction holds among men both in and after death.

Mal. 3:18; Pro. 12:26; Isa. 5:20; Gen. 18:23; Jer. 15:19; Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 6:16; Rom.1:17; Rom. 7:6; I John 2:29;
I John 3:7; Rom. 6:18,22; I Cor. 11:32; Pro. 11:31; I Peter 4:17-18; I John 5:19; Gal. 3:10; John 3:36; Isa. 57:21; Ps. 10:4; Isa. 55:6-7; Pro. 14:32;Luke 16:25; John 8:21-24; Pro. 10:24; Luke 12:4-5; Luke 9:23-26; Ecc. 3:17; Matt. 7:13-14


XVIII. Of the World to Come
We believe that the end of the world is approaching; that at the Last Day Christ will
descend from heaven, and raise the dead from the grave to final retribution; that a solemn
separation will then take place; that the wicked will be adjudged to endless punishment,
and the righteous to endless joy; and that this judgment will fix forever the final state of
men in heaven or hell, on principles of righteousness.

I Peter 4:7; I Cor. 7:29-31; Heb. 1:10-12; Matt. 24:35; I John 2:17; Matt. 28:20; Matt.13:39-40; II Peter 3:3-13; 
Acts 1:11; Rev. 1:7; Heb. 9:28; Acts 3:21; I Thess 4:13-18; IThess. 5:1-11; Acts 24:15; I Cor. 15:12-58; Luke 14:14; 
Dan. 12:2 John 5:28-29; John6:40; John 11:25-26; II Tim. 1:10; Acts 10:42; Matt. 13:49; Matt. 13:37-43;
Matt.24:30-31; Matt. 25:31-46; Rev. 22:11; I Cor. 6:9-10; Mark 9:43-48; II Peter 2:9; Jude7; Phil.3:19; Rom. 6:23; 
II Cor. 5:10-11; John 4:36; II Cor. 4:18; Rom. 3:5-6; II Thess. 1:6-12;Heb. 6:1-2; I Cor. 4:5; Acts 17:31; Rom. 2:2-16; Rev.20:11-12; I John 2:28; I John 4:17;II Peter 3:11-12


*Though Faith Baptist Church holds to the New Hampshire Confession of Faith as a doctrinal and creedal standard for reasons explained in the opening statement, our church does hold to important distinctives and cultural stances that further define our beliefs where they are too vague in the confession or are nonexistent. Cultural stances will continue to be developed as culture continues to change.



Church Distinctives and Cultural Stances:

1. Literal interpretation of scripture:

We believe in a literal interpretation of the Scriptures (as opposed to an allegorical/spiritual interpretation of scripture), especially with regard to Bible prophecy. This biblical interpretation holds to a literal 7 day creation process, a literal future for Israel and the Church, and a literal Millennial Reign of Christ. Genesis 1, Romans 11:25-32, Revelation 20:1-6

2. Cessationism:

We believe that the normative experience of the gifts of prophecy and speaking in tongues ceased to exist after the apostolic age. That these gifts were necessary for God to continue to bring forth His prophetic word (The Holy Scriptures). These spiritual gifts gradually ceased to exist as God completed the canon of Scriptures and gifted His Word to the Church. As Cessationists we do believe in divine healing for today, but not that any individual holds the ‘gift of healing’ but rather that we pray for healing and God can bring healing if he so chooses.
I Cor 13:8-10, Ephes 2:20

3. Complementarianism:

We believe that the office of Bishop/Pastor/Elder and the office of deacon are positions for males only. We believe that the call for men to lead the church is rooted in the creation narrative (Genesis 3) as Adam was called to be a spiritual leader and covering for His wife Eve. 1  Timothy along with Titus confirm a male leadership role for the church age. The call for men to lead doesn’t diminish the role or value of women. Instead God created us equal in person and standing before God with distinct gender roles to steward for our God and God’s Glory.
Gen: 1:26-27; I Tim 2:11-3:7; Titus 2:2-6

4. Marriage, Sex, & Sexuality:

We believe that God created mankind biologically, male and female, which cannot be altered (Gen. 1:27, Deut 22:5). We believe that true marriage is an institution ordained by God, and God alone (Gen. 1:28; Gen. 2:24). Marriage is the union of one man and one woman (Gen. 218:
I Tim. 3:2). Any sexual relations outside of the marital union between one husband
and one wife are sins and perversions of God’s blessing of sexual union (Rom. 1:26-
17; Lev. 20:13; 1 Cor. 7:2). Anyone who struggles with sexual sin will find forgiveness by faith in the sacrificial death of Christ and can overcome them through the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 6:9-11; I Thess. 4:3; I Cor. 10:13).






ARTICLE V
CHURCH COVENANT

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, we do now, in the presence of God, Angels, and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into this covenant with one another as one body in Christ. 

We promise by the aid of the Holy Spirit to forsake the paths of sin, and to walk in the way of holiness all the days of our lives. With this view we engage to strive together for the advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality: to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel throughout all nations.

We also engage to maintain family and private devotions; to educate our children in the
Christian faith; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk
circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements and
exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting and anger, and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the Kingdom of our Savior.

We further engage to walk together in Christian love and watchfulness, giving and receiving admonition with meekness and affection; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules of our Savior to secure it without delay. 

We moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will, if possible, unite with a Church, where we can carry out the Articles of this Confession and the spirit of this Covenant.

ARTICLE VI
MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1 - Reception of Members

PART A. Any person confessing Christ as Savior and Lord, and having obeyed Him in
baptism by immersion, may be received into this church upon giving evidence of
their changed life, and by declaring that they are in whole-hearted agreement with
the Bible and general agreement with this constitution. Minor disagreements with
the church constitution are acceptable, provided the candidate understands that the
church will continue to function by this document. All candidates for membership
in this church should become familiar with this constitution. No candidate or
member shall promote division over differences of opinion.

PART B. To be in "good standing", a member must continue to be in accord with this
constitution as set forth in Part A, above. 

PART C. All candidates for membership must meet with a pastor and at least one
deacon, and upon giving satisfactory evidence of salvation and baptism,
shall be recommended to the church and be voted upon by the church.

PART D.  Members from other churches holding the same doctrinal convictions may
be received by letter of recommendation and dismissal from their
respective churches, after being interviewed by a pastor with a deacon.

SECTION 2 Responsibilities and Discipline of Members

PART A. Duties of Members

It will be expected of each member that they shall pray for the pastors and
officers of the church, cooperating with them to the best of their ability
for the advancement of the work. Even as membership at Faith Baptist
Church must be actively applied for, so ought such membership be actively
maintained. Members failing to support the church by an average
attendance of at least once per month during a six month period will be
dropped from the membership by majority vote of the church upon
recommendation of the pastors and deacons. In the determination of such
violation, the pastors with the deacons shall be duly mindful of age, health,
location, and attitude of the member.

PART B. Discipline

1. In all cases the pastors and elders with the deacons shall constitute the Discipline
Committee of the church, and are instructed to carry out any such cases in
the light and spirit of II Thessalonians 3:6-15, Titus 3:10, Galatians 6:1,
Romans 16:17-18, I Timothy 5:19-20, and I Corinthians 5 with II
Corinthians 2:4-11.

2. Our general pattern for cases of discipline shall be Matthew 18:15-20.

3. Any accusation against a member of the church must be submitted to the
Discipline Committee. The accused shall be notified and every opportunity
given to ascertain the truth. If the accused is guilty of unchristian doctrine or
unchristian deportment, dismissal shall be only after an attempt to restore such a one
to fellowship (Galatians 6:1) and then only by a simple majority vote of the church.

4. Excluded members may be restored to membership upon confession of
their error and giving evidence of genuine repentance to the pastors, to the
board of deacons and to the church.

SECTION 3 - Dismissal of Members

Any person in good standing shall be entitled to a letter of dismissal to any church of
like faith and practice providing a request is made by the church for such a letter.




ARTICLE VII
OFFICERS

SECTION 1 – Titles

The officers of the church shall be Pastors, Elders, Deacons, Church Clerk, Church
Treasurer, Assistant Church Treasurer, Financial secretary, Sunday School
Superintendent, and Assistant Sunday School Superintendent. The offices of
Pastor and Deacon being Scriptural offices (Phil.1:1), and the other offices
being for good order and business ( I Cor. 14:40).

SECTION 2 - Qualifications

PART A. No person shall be elected to any office who is unwilling to subscribe to our
Church constitution as described in Article VI, Section 1, Reception of Members. If any officer should during his term of office, refuse to do so, his tenure of office shall immediately and automatically cease on the recommendation of the pastor with the deacons. No one shall serve as Sunday School teacher, class officer, or as an officer of any unit of this church, who is not a member in good and regular standing as set forth in Article VI, Section 1, Part B, and this Section Part B, below.

PART B. No officer of the church, Sunday School, Young People's or any subsidiary organization, Sunday School teacher, song leader, pianist, organist, adult choir members, etc., shall be elected or employed who cannot sincerely testify to and unreservedly subscribe to the following:
1. Born again and faithfully witnessing to the lost.
2. Faithful to the services and activities of the church.
3. Separation from the world, such as membership in secret and binding
organizations, and affiliations with modernistic activities, ecumenical and
charismatic movements.
4. Abstinence from worldly indulgences, such as liquor, tobacco, narcotics
and gambling.
5. No participation in worldly amusements in the light of I Cor. 6:15-20,
2 Cor. 6:14-18, I Peter 1:15 - 16 and I John 3:1-3.

SECTION 3 – ELECTION

PART A. A pastor may be called by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting membership
present at any meeting of the church, announced for the purpose, two consecutive Sundays previously. The pastor shall meet the qualifications of I Tim. 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. He shall continue in office until he resigns or is dismissed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members present at any business meeting of the church called for the purpose by a letter mailed to each voting member 2 weeks previous to the meeting. The letter shall be signed by a majority of the board of deacons. The pastor shall give the church notice in writing not less than sixty (60) days before his vacating the office. A notice of not less than (60) days shall be given to the pastor to vacate the office, except in a case of church discipline.





PART B. 

1. The office of Elder is recognized in the Holy Scriptures as a position of spiritual leadership within the local church (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5; 1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Peter 5:1–3). 
In Scripture, elders are also called pastors or overseers and are appointed to shepherd the flock of God and to oversee the spiritual work of the church.
2. Elders shall meet the qualifications set forth in 1 Timothy 3:1–7 and Titus 1:5–9. 
3. Elders shall be nominated by the Senior Pastor and approved by the elders and examined concerning their doctrine, character, and qualifications. No man shall serve as an Elder except he be approved by a vote of the congregation at a duly called business meeting. 
4. An Elder may be removed from office for moral failure, doctrinal error, or conduct unbecoming the office of an Elder. Such removal shall follow the principles set forth in Matthew 18:15–17 and 1 Timothy 5:19–20 and shall require a recommendation by the pastor(s).
5. Elders are distinguished from Pastors, in that the office of a pastor is compensated whereas the office of an elder is not.

PART C.

The deacons shall be elected as needed from the membership of the church.
The qualified age for the office of deacon shall be at least twenty-one (21)
years, and he as well as his wife (if married) must meet the qualifications of
I Tim. 3, which of course means both shall be members in "good standing”.
The deacons shall elect from their number a chairman and a secretary at
their first meeting after the annual church meeting.

SECTION 4 – Duties

PART A. Pastor/Associates

1. Associates or assistant pastors may be called by this congregation
according to the guidelines of Section 3, Part A. The senior pastor shall
function as general overseer of the congregation. In any cases of
differences of opinion relating to pastoral ministry, the senior pastor shall
have final authority.

2. The pastors shall be considered the administrators and shall have
spiritual oversight with a servant's attitude toward this democratic
congregation. They shall preach the Word; he/they shall have in charge the
stated services of public worship; he/they shall administer the ordinances;
and he/they shall perform the usual duties of Baptist ministers. The pastors
shall be ex-officio members of all boards and committees of the church, and
have access to all books, and be privileged to attend all meetings. The
pastor or an associate shall act as moderator for all business meetings of
the church. In their absence, he/they may appoint a member of the board of
deacons to act as moderator. The senior pastor shall secure speakers and
programs for the church in conjunction with the approval of the board of
deacons.


3. His/their vacation shall cover four seven day periods previously arranged
with the board of deacons.

4. His/their salary shall be set by the deacons with the approval of the
church. His/their salary shall continue during times of illness.

5. In any absences from regular pulpit duties, the church must be given
prior notice except in emergencies.

PART B. Deacons

1. The deacons shall be helpers and assistants to the pastors. Every member
of the church shall feel free to seek the counsel of the pastors and/or deacons. They
are the servants and friends and not the masters of the church (2 Cor 4:5, 1 Peter
5:1-5).

2. They shall meet monthly and as necessary. Two-thirds (2/3) of the
elected deacons shall comprise a quorum for an official meeting.

3. Agreeable to the provisions of the "Act of Incorporation" and the laws
of the state of New Jersey, the deacons shall act as trustees, representing
the church as its agents.

4. The deacons shall oversee the maintenance of church properties.

5. It shall be their duty along with the pastors to appraise the income of the
church, and to bring in recommendations as to the budget for the coming year.

6. The deacons shall not have the authority to sell, lease, give away or
dispose of the church property in any manner to exceed a yearly amount of 2% of
the current year’s total General Fund Expenses Budget, as voted by the church; nor
to mortgage or encumber the same with debt to exceed the above amount except as
the church shall order in the same by a corporate act.
7. Any expenditures which are neither allocated in the General Fund Budget nor the Designated Funds that exceed $3,000 must be brought before the members of the church at a Business Meeting for approval. In the event of an extreme emergency, church leadership can exceed the $3,000 amount to protect physical assets.


SECTION 5 - Term of Office of Deacon

PART A. The number of deacons shall be two or more determined by the church's
need and by the number of "Spirit-filled" men available who meet the
qualifications listed in Acts 6 and 1 Tim. 3.
PART B. The first term for a deacon shall be one year. After that each term shall be
for two years.

PART C. In the case of any vacancy occurring on the board, the unexpired term may
be filled at the next semiannual meeting of the church.

SECTION 6 – Clerk

PART A. He/she shall be elected from the membership of the church annually.

PART B. His/her duties shall be to keep an accurate record of the minutes of all
business meetings, and read the minutes as required at meetings, and shall be
responsible for such duties as are usually cared for by this office. The clerk
shall keep a church membership roll and shall make an annual report of the
membership to the church. At the expiration of his/her term, all material
pertaining to the office shall be returned to the church.

SECTION 7 - Treasurer & Assistant Treasurer

PART A. They shall be elected from the membership of the church annually.

PART B. His/her duties shall be: to keep an accurate record of the income and
expenses of the church, to give an accurate report of the same at the business
meetings of the church. Also, he/she shall give a financial report to the
deacons for their meetings. He/she shall be responsible for such business as
is usually cared for by this office.

PART C. It shall be required of the treasurer, the assistant treasurer, and the financial secretary to maintain oversight of the counting of the offerings. Any one of these officers may designate a substitute to count as necessary. A written record of the count must be recorded in their books of all the money received before the money leaves the church.

PART D. The Assistant Treasurer shall assist and shall substitute in the absence of the
Treasurer.

PART E. Both the Treasurer and the Assistant Treasurer shall be empowered and
authorized to sign checks on the church checking accounts. The signature shall
be either/or, with no counter-signature required.

SECTION 8 - Financial Secretary

PART A. He/she shall be elected annually.

PART B. His/her duties shall be to assist in the oversight of the count of the offerings received with the Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer and to keep an accurate record of all church income, to
give an accurate report to the church of the income at the business meetings of the church.

PART C. He/she shall  assist in maintaining a record of personal giving and annual receipts to
each giver.






SECTION 9 - Sunday School Superintendent and Assistant

PART A. The Sunday School Superintendent shall be elected to office every two years.

PART B. The Sunday School Superintendent shall have administrative oversight of the
Sunday School and other teaching activities of the Sunday School.

PART C. The Assistant Sunday School Superintendent may be appointed by the
Sunday School Superintendent with the approval of the pastors and the board
of deacons, and shall assist the Sunday School Superintendent and take
his duties in his absences.

SECTION 1 0 - Any officer may succeed himself/herself in office.

SECTION 11. - Committees and Other Appointments.

PART A. Pulpit Committee. The deacons, with two (2) members chosen from the
church at large by the church, shall when a vacancy occurs in the office of
pastor, act as a pulpit committee and shall continue to function as such until a
new pastor is on the field. It shall bring the church suitable candidates for the
pastorate and care for the entertainment of these candidates while they are
on the field. When it deems wise, it shall present to the church at a regular
business meeting, the name of one and only one of these candidates and
conduct the voting upon the same. It shall continue this procedure until a
pastor is chosen. The chairman of the deacons shall be chairman of the pulpit
committee and the moderator of the church, while it is without a pastor.

PART B. Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall consist of the
pastor, at least one deacon, the Sunday School Superintendent, and two (2)
members from the church at large to be selected by the other committee
members. It shall be their duty to place in nomination members that are
qualified to fill the church offices for the following year.

PART C. A Music Director may be appointed by the pastor with the approval of the
deacons. His duty shall be, along with the pastor, to have the oversight of the
music program of the church.














ARTICLE VIII
MEETINGS: WORSHIP AND BUSINESS

SECTION 1 – Worship

PART A. Public preaching services shall be held regularly, on
the Lord's Day unless weather or unavoidable circumstances prevent it. These
services shall not be given over to anything but preaching or the presenting of
the Word. Neither shall they be merged into union services with other
denominations.

PART B. At least once in each week there shall be held a meeting for prayer and
praise.

PART C. The Lord's Supper shall be a special service held for the members of the
church and other regenerate believers desiring to participate in the ordinance.
The service shall be held at a minimum once per month on the first Lord's Day of each month or as otherwise announced by the senior pastor. The materials
used shall be unleavened bread and grape juice.

SECTION 2 – Business

PART A. Church Year. The official church year shall begin the first day of January
and close the thirty-first day of December.

PART B. Annual Meeting. There shall be an Annual Meeting of the church the fourth
Sunday of January, the purpose being to elect deacons and officers and
transact other needful business. In case of any omission in holding the
election as above, the meeting shall be called and held upon the earliest
available date thereafter. In addition, a business meeting shall be held semi-annually for current business (January and July) on the fourth Sunday of both of these months.
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
PART C. A quorum for any regularly stated business meeting shall be at least one
third (1/3) of the voting adult members.

PART D. Special business meetings may be called at any time, provided notice of
same be given on the Lord's Day preceding; except that those for calling or
dismissing a pastor and/or corporate business meetings shall be given public
announcement for two (2) preceding Sundays. Special meetings may be
called by the pastor, the board of deacons, or any 7 members of the church
who request such of the clerk, providing the particular object, or objects, of
the meeting are clearly stated in the notice, and no other business shall be
transacted in such a meeting.

PART E. Order of Business.
In the conduct of business, rules contained in Robert's Rules of Order
shall govern all cases to which they apply. In exceptions, a majority vote
shall establish the rule.


PART F. Manner of voting.
All voting of the church for all officers and appointments shall be done by secret ballot.

PART G. Eligible Voters.
Only members in good and regular standing, eighteen (18) years of age and above, shall be entitled to the right to vote at any of the church’s business meetings. Non-members present may be given the privilege to speak, at the moderator’s discretion.

ARTICLE IX
MONETARY PRINCIPLES

SECTION 1 - The church and its ministries shall be supported by the free-will giving of its members and other interested believers. Giving shall be encouraged to be systematic and proportionate as the Lord has blessed (1Cor. 16:1-2). The amount of giving shall remain a private matter between the individual and the Lord (2 Cor. 9:7, Matt. 6:3-4) but such receipts as necessary shall be given to provide for all things honest in the sight of the Lord and men (2 Cor. 8:21). No funds or other support shall be solicited from unbelievers (3 John 7).

SECTION 2 - The church shall maintain a Benevolent Fund to assist those of its members and friends who are in need of financial or other assistance. The fund shall
be funded by the free-will loving offering on the part of the members of the congregation of the church. To this end, there will be an offering received on the Sunday on which the Lord's Table is observed. The Fund shall be administered by the board of deacons.

ARTICLE X
MISSIONS

SECTION 1 - It shall be the policy of the church to support only missions engaged in
evangelization and in the establishing of New Testament churches. They shall
be in hearty agreement with our confession of faith, both in doctrine and in
practice; and shall be Baptist in policy.

SECTION 2 - No missionary or mission board that is a member of the National Council of Churches, the World Council of Churches or any other group connected with
the Ecumenical or Charismatic Movements shall be supported by this church.

ARTICLE XI
SUBSIDIARY ORGANIZATIONS

SECTION 1 - No subsidiary organization of the church shall engage in any practice or hold any policy contrary to the general position of the church itself. All regular
officers and teachers of subsidiary organizations shall be members of the
church.

SECTION 2 - The by-laws of any subsidiary organization shall be approved by the pastors and deacons and shall include any revisions and changes.



ARTICLE XII
USE OF THE CHURCH PROPERTIES

SECTION 1 - No secret societies will be permitted to hold functions or services on the
church properties.

SECTION 2 - No pastor or pulpit orator will be permitted to preach from the pulpit of the
church who denies these articles of faith, the fundamentals of the faith once
delivered unto the saints (Jude 3). Any visiting speaker must have the
approval of the senior pastor or the deacons in the pastor's absence.

ARTICLE XIII
AMENDMENTS & BY-LAWS

This constitution may be amended by a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the members eighteen (18) years of age or over present at any annual meeting, or at a called business meeting, providing that notice of proposed amendments shall have been given from the pulpit for the two (2) Sundays prior to the meeting at which action is desired. Copies of the proposed changes must be distributed two (2) Sundays prior to the announced meeting. The Church may adapt from time to time such by-laws in amplification hereof as may be necessary or desirable.

ARTICLE XIV
DISSOLUTION

In the case of dissolution of this corporation, the trustees shall, after paying or making
provisions for the payment of all corporation liabilities, dispose of all assets of the
corporation and to beneficiaries who are in agreement with the Statement of Belief as set forth in Article IV of the Certification of Incorporation, provided that no part of the
remaining assets shall accrue to the personal benefit of any private individuals and provided further that such disposition shall be consistent with the Internal Revenue Laws of the United States relating to tax-exempt organizations.

ARTICLE XV
LICENSING & ORDINATION
SECTION 1 - Any member, who in the judgment of the church, gives evidence by his living
and aptness to teach, that he is called of God to the work of the ministry, shall be eligible
for a license. He shall have preached in the hearing of the church, and having been
examined by the deacons, may upon their recommendation, be licensed to preach the Word
by the church provided two-thirds (2/3) of the members present at any business meeting
shall agree thereto.
SECTION 2 - If the pastors and deacons decide that a man of the church possesses the
Scriptural qualifications for ordination, they shall call a council of ministers and brethren to
examine the qualifications of the candidate. Upon recommendation of the council, the
candidate may be granted ordination provided two-thirds (2/3) of the members present at
any business meeting shall agree thereto. Ordination will be withdrawn when an ordained
member has walked disorderly in violation of the Scriptural qualifications for the office of
pastor as stated in I Tim. 3 and Titus 1.
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